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Eddie’s 
Adventure 

on the 
Alphabet 

Train



Nanny and grandad say, 
‘Come along Eddie,

we’re off to the station.  
Let’s get you ready.’

‘It will be an adventure.  
We’re off on a train.

Let’s take an umbrella, 
it’s starting to rain.’



From their carriage they watch 
the sheep and the cattle
as the wheels on the rails 
bang, clatter and rattle.

The steam engine sets off, 
steam hissing and puffs

black smoke from its chimney 
then it whistles and chuffs.



They go through a tunnel 
with a clackety clack 

a loud whistle blows 
and everything’s black.

‘I’m scared,’ says Eddie, 
but feels grandad’s hand

then looks out of the window 
at a very strange land.



An army of ants are carrying 
things 

to a butterfly opening 
her beautiful wings.
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A crocodile sits 
on a log that has sunk

and dragonflies dance 
on an elephant’s trunk.
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A flock of flamingos 
and three golden geese 

Fly high in the sky 
over sweet honey bees.

An impatient iguana 
gets ready for bed

As a jackal jumps over 
a kangaroo’s head.
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Lizards lounge lazily 
on rocks in the sun

watching monkeys 
make mischief 
and have 
lots of fun.
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Down below in a pond a 
newt swims and dives

unseen by an owl
who closes her eyes.



The penguins and quail 
are already asleep

But two rabbits are restless. 
They’re digging down deep.
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A slithery snake 
slides under a rock
Where a toad lives 

(he’s ugly!) 
and gives her a shock.



Voles pop out of holes 
at the thunderous sound

of a herd of wild wildebeest 
stamping the ground.
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A yak and a zebra 
step onto the track

as they enter a tunnel - 
then everything’s black!



They soon reach the station 
and get off the train.

It’s been such an adventure 
– they must go again.

This is the end 
of Eddie’s 

Adventure on the 
Alphabet Train

Where does he go next?



Nanny and grandad 
have finished their tea

and now they are taking 
young Eddie to sea.

‘We’ll be sailing away 
in a very small boat
so here’s a lifejacket 
to keep you afloat.’

Eddie’s 
Adventure 

on the 
Number

Boat



The lifejacket’s yellow, 
it goes over his head

and fastens securely with a 
strap coloured red.

They walk through the park 
with their lifejackets on
and see on the pond 
a boat made for one.
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‘Are we going on that?’ 
Eddie asks in surprise.

Nanny laughs and replies, 
‘No, it’s bound to capsize.’
‘What about that boat?’ 

It’s a canoe
‘No, a small boat like that 

will only take two.’
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‘Here is the boat 
that we’ve hired for the day.

No sails but an engine 
to take us away.’

They climb on the deck 
and quickly agree,

‘Yes, this boat is perfect 
for a party of three.’
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Nanny starts up the engine 
and grandad sets free
two ropes that attach
the boat to the quay.

Then they’re out on the river 
and heading offshore
when in jumps a dog, 
So now they are four.
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The little boat chugs through 
the waves and sea spray.

There’s no sign of land.  
It’s too far away.

‘Let me look in that cupboard.  
There’s something alive.

It’s a cat,’ cries his nanny.  
So now they are five.
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Out on the ocean 
a ship calls ‘mayday’.

It’s carrying wood 
and packed in some hay

are bags of cement 
and boxes of bricks.

But the captain seeks help,
so now they are six.
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‘We must sail ashore,’ 
he starts to demand.
By now they are way 

out of sight of the land.
The captain’s afraid 

that he’s nearer to heaven
when a gull lands aboard, 
and now they are seven.
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The bird squawks and frightens 
the cat and poor Eddie

who’s squashed in a corner 
with dog and his teddy.

‘Turn ‘round and sail back, 
before it’s too late,’

cries the captain, now joined 
by his mate, that makes eight.
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The little boat sails 
through the grey stormy sea

yet nanny and grandad 
are calm as can be.

‘Don’t worry yourselves, 
we’re going to be fine.’
But a fish jumps aboard, 
and now they are nine.
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Then out of the mist 
they catch sight of a beach.

The captain shouts, ‘Sail there, 
it’s almost in reach.’

Nanny is steering and 
grandad keeps watch, 

when….
a crab climbs aboard.  
Yes! Now they are ten! 
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The fish swims away 
but is caught by the mate

And Eddie is laughing 
as ten becomes eight.

The crab nips the dog, 
which chases the cat,
The gull flies and lands 

on the captain’s flat hat.



He looks over the side, 
and what does he see?

Hundreds of people 
watch from a quay.
The bird flies away, 

the crab does a dive
The captain jumps overboard.  

Now they are five.



Shall we sail on, 
or go back for some tea?

Nanny asks grandad 
who’s cuddling Eddie.
‘It’s been a long day, 

time for his bed.
We’ll take him another day,’ 

granddaddy said.
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This is the End 
of Eddie’s 

Adventure on the 
Number Boat

Can you count to 
10?


